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Purple & White Gala Highlights

150 years ago today, on top of the hill just
steps away from this building, Whitewater
Normal School opened its doors. From that
moment, generations of students, faculty, staff
and community members have made this
university their home.

This is truly a monumental milestone. Marking
150 years is an outstanding accomplishment
and speaks both to our legacy of excellence,
and our ever-growing impact in our region and

in Wisconsin. Tonight, we celebrate our rich
history and focus on an even brighter future.

Here's to the countless people over the years
who have supported our noble mission,
championed us, and made this university the
exceptional place it is today. And here's to our
future — to the next 150 years. Let us continue
striving for excellence in all we do. May we
inspire, engage and transform generations to
come,
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My Journey to the Top

Keynote Speech: Jeff Glasbrenner, UWW Class of ‘08

Scaling Mount Everest is an incredible feat
for any human. For Jeff Glasbrenner, it was
historic. He is the first American amputee

to reach the summit, five and half miles up.
That he reached the tallest peak on Earth,

IS a testament to his perseverance. You see,
Jeff, who grew up in Boscobel, Wisconsin,
suffered a near-fatal farming accident when
he was 8 years old that left him a below-the-
knee amputee. He describes it as his “greatest
opportunity” — a moment that would define
his life,

His journey led him to our university, a place
where students with disabilities thrive, and
where he studied marketing and human
resource management. A natural athlete, Jeff
discovered wheelchair basketball and won a
national championship with the Warhawks.
He later played for the Denver Rolling
Nuggets, winning a world championship in
2004 after completing what is considered the
greatest individual performance in wheelchair

basketball playoff history — a record-
shattering 63 points and 26 rebounds. To put
that in context, that ties the same NBA point
record held by Michael Jordan.

Jeff is also a Paralympic medalist who played
for the U.S. at the Sydney, Athens and Beijing
games. He is an author, motivational speaker,
and a married father of two children who has
completed 25 I[ronman distance triathlons.

In true Warhawk fashion, he continues to soar
higher and higher, inspiring people all over
the world.for excellence in all we do. May we
inspire, engage and transform generations to
come,
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Video Highlights:
A Living Legacy






Chancellor's Reflections: A Tradition of

Excellence
Dr. Beverly Kopper, Chancellor, UWW

Over the past 150 years, how we've done things has changed, and how we do things in the future
will change but why we do things- that will never change. Inspiring, engaging and transforming
lives is in the DNA of this great university. There are thousands of success stories to be proud of,
and millions of memories to cherish.

| could talk all night about Warhawks turning ordinary work into extraordinary accomplishments.
The Trifecta at 38 million to one odds - something no other university in NCAA history has ever
done. Our economic students being the first Wisconsin team ever to compete in the National
Federal Reserve Challenge. Our music and marketing students with too many awards to list.

And then there are the stories people may not know about - the teachers we graduate who every
day change the lives of children, some who may be homeless, hungry or bullied. Our students,
faculty, and staff who visit schools, nursing homes and hospitals and ease the pain of those
suffering from illnesses and injuries or who bring a smile to the faces of the elderly who don't
have many visitors or who may have been abandoned altogether.

Tonight, we reaffirm our commitment to excellence and moving this university forward into

the future. | am pleased to announce we have launched a 15-million-dollar sesquicentennial
campaign- yes 150 with a few more zeroes- so we can continue to inspire, engage, transform lives
and yes change the world.
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